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ordination of Brother Lloyd for their Paſtor; he was accordingly ordained. 
The work of the ordination being over at five o'clock, the miniſters and meſ- 
ſengers of the churches met; Brother Slznw prayed, Brother Copping was cho- 
ſen moderator; the preliminaries of the aſſociation, and the letters from the 
| Churches were read, their contents conſidered, . and minutes taken, Different 
cauſes of joy and ſorrow, we truſt, made correſpondent impreſſions on our 
| hearts; (what occaſion each of us have to cry out my leanneſs my leanneſs) at- 
tended to ſomethings, which required the conſideration of the aſſociation, the 
meeting was cloſed by prayͤeaer. | | 
Next morning met at fix o'clock, two Brethren engaged in prayer, Brother 
| Purdy was defired to produce the circular letter, which he dig, aud it was read 
and approved; — and this ſervice was concluded in prayer, by Brother John 
Shilted. At ten the public meeting began, Brother Guard prayed, Brother 
Ruſſel preached, from Cant. i. 9. Brother Purdy prayed, Brother Booker preach- 
ed, from Iſa, xl. 1, 2. Sung proper hymns in the intervals of the other parts 
of worſhip, Brother Morgan cloſed the public worſhip in prayer. 
At four o'clock met again, Brother Cromwell of: Cranbrook engaged in prayer, 
-agreed earneſtly to requeſt all the aſſociated churches, to obſerve the firſt Wed- 
neſday in November, as a day of ſolemn humyliation, prayer and faſting ; on the 
account of public affairs; and the ſtate of religion. | ; 
Agrecd earneſtly to recommend to parents, to have their children catechiſed, 
and to take care of their morals _ 1 $4 - 
* Agreed to hold the next aſſociation, at Rye, in _—_ the firſt Tueſday 
and Wedneſday in June, 1782, the miniſters and meſſengers, to put up at the 
George Inn, Brother Lloyd, and Brother Slinn, to preach, -in caſe of failure, 


moderator. b 


In the aſſociation churches the laſt year, were 2 41 
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1 HE church at Tenderden, having fixed on Tuęſday the zth of June, for the 


Brother Morgan, — The miniſters, aud meſſengers, to meet at three o'clock | 
Tugſday in the afternoon, — then the afſembly was diſmiſſed with prayer, by the 
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CIRCULAR LETTER 
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he | Meeting at Aſhford, Sandhurſt, Smarden, Tenterden, in KgnT;\ 
ent Rye, Rotherfield, Weaversfield, in Suss Ex: aſſembled in Aﬀo- | 
dur ciation at? enterden, the 5th and 6th of June, 1781: To the: | 
Fai ſeveral Churches they repreſent ſend Chriſtian Salutation, © 4 
we ... Dearly Beloved in the Lord, VF f 
ohn B EING earneſtly concerned for your Welfare, and wiſhing your perfeRi. % 

her on chat ye may ſtand complete in all the will of God; and that you may 
che have lack of nothing: We would not negle& any means, which we judge Þ 
rts may have a tendency to forward your Souls after a_godly ſort; nor omit any 
labour or ſervice, that os. 7 14990 the grand object we have in charge from 
er, God to you, namely the ation of your Souls. Permit us Brethren we be- 3! 
ed- | ſeech you, in this our general Letter to the Churches we repreſent; to give fl 
he you a word of exhortation. And as we account ourſelves Debtors to you, f 
| and think it our duty ta ſpend and be ſpent in the ſervice of you all; we may 
ed, | reaſonably that this our endeavour to pa ag a will meet your appro- 
£ bation : and this token of our love in ſeeking to ſtir up your pure minds to a 
lay ———_— - Chriſt and your duties; will de acceptable to you, and recei- | 
he v in love. 5 2 JJSFFFm! 17 2: BUS T6934 51 
re, * then our beloved Brethren, that you are fellow heirs oſ the Grace 
ck | of life; that you have all one Father even God: whoſe Children you are by g 
he | adopting favour; and are manifeſted as ſtanding in this relation to God, by your 3 
Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And as the Children of the Moſt High; you & 
are bound by ties of the moſt endearing kind, unfeignelly to love a honor, 


the Father of mercies and Father of Glory. And the fraternity which ſubſiſts f 
between your ſelves, calls upon you to love one auother. May God there- | 
fore help you to look to that Love and Grace, which made you his children 
and Brethren in his Family; and when ſeen by precious faith; it cannot fail 
of actuating you to ſobriety and godlineſs; and of leading you to cleave to God 4 
and to each other, as the purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood: There is but one Lord ($ 

eſus Chriſt, and one common ſalvation for God's family; the ſaints have a 
Joint intereſt in Chriſt and his ſalvation, are joint heirs of the riches and glo- 
ry of their Saviour: all their concerns with Chriſt are one; that whether they & 
hear his word, read the Bible, pray, wait on him, or praiſe his name; it is ch 
all for one thing, their being completely faved, Let this be duly confidered |} 
by you, that you all have. but one Chriſt, and that you are heirs of the ſame 1 


It is his Grace that hath made F 


ie difference between you and others; all your 
holineſs, meetnels for heaven, gifts and ſpiritual underſtandingz, come gr 
Ss | | | 3 
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* he boundleſs Ocean of Grace in Chriſt. And you will find cauſe to be hum- 


ble, to be little in your own eyes, to love the friends of the Bridegroom, who 
are partakers with you, of the riches of God's glorious Kingdom. Do you 
all go to the ſame Jeſus? to the ſame fountain of the waters of life? to the 
| fame precious blood for cleanſing ? to the ſame doctrines and 2 of God 
for living bread? and to the ſame fulneſs of Chriſt for comfort and help life 
and ſalvation? This ſurely is a very ſtrong argument, to prevail upon you to 
mutual agreement; that being equally obligated to Chriſt for your ſalvation ; 
you are bound to unite together to diſcover your obligation to him. To this 
end you are incorporated into a Church ſlate; that in your fellowſhip, a ſem- 
: 1 blance of Glory and of the church above, may be ſeen in you; for in heaven 
| they all with one voice afcribe, ſalvation to God and the Lamb! In the way 
(you are ſaved, God has not left the ſmalleſt matter, that can poſlibly be a bone 
of contention among you; the Goſpel is a ſcheme fraught with peace, even 
peace to them who are nigh, and to them who are afar off; it is Grace from 
t the bottom to the top ſtone, no merit, all were criminals, all ſaved by mercy, 
1 free unmerited mercy. Seeing then Brethren, you are partakers of one Chriſt, 
and of one falvation; heirs of the ſame Grace and Glory, let your mouths be 
one in prayer and praiſe to God, your hands and bodies be one in duty, and 
: your hearts and ſpirits one, to exalt your Redeemer: and where God aſſiſts 
This people, to join heart and hands together to glorify him: neither men nor 
4 devils ſhall harm them, e ; : | 
e There is but one Spirit, to teach, to anoint and ſeal, the children of God; 
( to the day of redemption. This one and the ſelf ſame Spirit, PII LYN his 
gifts and grace to every one of you as he pleaſes; is a moſt delightful-ſubjett, 
attended with extraordinary advantages. Since, C ao xx; 
a Firſt, It is from the indwelling and teachings of the Spirit of God, that the 
a ſaints are brought to know one another, to be of the Elefien of Grace, and 
the called according to God's purpoſe; when they are led to lay open. their 
k hearts and experience one to another; or to give an account of the work of 
| God upon their ſouls, and of the change wrought in them: this. work, being 
& ſimilar in all; proclaims it to be wrought, by the ſame Almighty Artiſt, _ 
'C Secondly, The whole progreſs of the work of grace, being carried on by the 
EF Spirit, has ſomething in it exceedingly pleaſing to the children of God, in 
1 their relation of it one to another; to ſee ſuch a oneneſs in their experience: 
n which leads them to conclude, both for themſelves and Friends; that it 1s the 
Lord's work, and it is alſo marvelous in their eyes! 691 wk 
 *Thardly, In relating of real experience, God's people by comparing notes, 
find their copies ſo to tally together, as if they had each taken them down from 
the Spirit; their burdens and complaints, their groanings and feelings, their 
light and joy, their peace and hope, are very much alike: this the Devil could 
not deviſe with all His cunning, neither can it be the work of ignorant jarring 
corruption, but of the good Spirit of God. And God's people, by diſcover- 


ing one to another his dealings with their ſouls, find it abunantly uſeful, We 


| wiſh.you Brethren, to be ſrequently engaged in this pleaſant work, of decla- 
ring one to another. what God has done for your ſouls; it will be a means of 
incfeaſing your. love one to another, and of keeping you together in the, ways 
of God, and of adminiſtring comfort to each others ſouls. All is union, that 
comes from the teachings of the Spirit of God]; ſinfut diſagreement comes from 
another quarter, that is ſrom ignorance, ſelfwill, or our turbulent paſſions: 
N pray then to be guided by the Spirit, and to live and walk in the Spirit; and 
then you will not fulfil the luſts of the fl en. FD 
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in God's high way; to unite in, this ſacred fellowſhip, * work of you 
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heavenly calling. Endeavour then Brethren, in the ſtrengt 


If you ſeek not Chriſt's intereſt, nor promote his cauſe, nor lay your ſclveg 
out for his glory; you ruin your own intereſt, by the negle& of his. If you) 
love not, nor ;ſeek the real good of your neighbour, and your fellow: Chriſt- 
ian, you hurt your beiter intereſt ; you cannot be ſaid to be ſeeking your, ow 
ſouls good, while ſeeking your Brother's ill; for.ſelf ſeeking, abſtracted fro 
the glory of Chriſt, is ſelf deſtroying. We may be carnally wiſe in ſo doing 
but are ſpiritually fooliſh, may get ſome carnal good, and gain a ſelfiſh end, bu 
we looſe a beiter good, and more noble enjoymeiits; it is like gathering peb4| 
bles, and caſting away of gold: a perſon by ſuch a conduct, fo looſes fight off 
Chriſt, and his beſt comforts, and ſo degenarates into fleſhly things, that he 
pays dear for his ſelf ſeeking; From hence it appears, that it is both your 
duty and priviledge, to ſerve and pleaſe God, and to ſerve and pleaſe each 
one his neighbour for his good, and to his edification, and love is a bond 
of that perſection, that cannot fail of uniting your hearts together. And with 
out love, and a union of Love among us, preaching the word, prayer, talk4| 
ing of religion, profeſſing godlineſs, knowledge, and a number of lip and 
bodily ſacrifices, are but of little avail, to our comfort and Gods glory, But 
K 2 ſnell without the kernel ſo is a lean favoured, half ſtarved profeſſion of 
We have great complaints amang us, (and not without cauſe) that religion 
is upon the decline, that fluggiſh carnality has almoſt eaten out the vitals of it; 
indeedwe have too much reaſon to ſay, Chriſtianity's fine gold is become dim, 
it hath Joſt, (in our tempers and practice at leaſt) much of its luſtre, beauty, 
and noble ſimplicity, There are too many who ſtrip religion of. its o 
robes, and dreſs it up in a worldly litigious, angry, non-forbearing, luke warm 
ſpirit: which is uſing the heavenly gueſt exceeding ill, and a grievous off 
> wakes againſt God. The beautiful garments of evengelical godlinefs, are made 
up of godly ſorrow for ſin, a life of ſpiritual obedience, carried on with a ſingle 
eye to the glory of God, and bodies full of light; ſelf denial, a quiet mind; 
and peaceable ſpirit ; Godly ſincerity, and a zealous regard to the injunctiong 
of Chriſt, and rules of the Goſpel Fellowſhip; humility, a forgiving and for) 
bearing ſpirit, walking in faith, hope and charity: theſe are not ſo univerlal} 
ly worn as could be wiſhed; nay, too much laid aſide by many. And if theſ 
excellent ornaments, and cements of goſpel fellowſhip, are found wainin 
among us; the outward rule and polity, order and government of the church af 
God, and a public profeſſion ; will ſtand very precarious, and be continuall 
ſhook, A Jelel, weighed in the ballance and found wanting, may juſtly be the 
melancholy motto, wrote upon our church doors, on our church ardinances} 
and upon the foreheads of church members. And until the ſpirit be poureg 
out from an. high, and reſtore primitive purity, and help profeſſors to put on 
their beautiful garments, and revive the work among us; we may boaſt d 
our knowledge, of othodox judgments, put forth confeſſions of faith, nobl 
formularies of religion, be multiplied in gifts, and cry Lord, Lord, the x 
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„ 
le, the Temple of the Lord; but it will be to very little purpoſe, if the be- 
fore mentioned glory is wanting among us. We'may add, that we may har- 
-  angue each other upon doctrines, promiſes, ordinances and 
over a ſyſtem of divinity: and be but little better than a foundi 
tinkling cymbal. : A religion of talk and nviſe and ' lifeleſs fo 
i | feſſion of G | 
'OWith a vital union of the ſoul to Chriſt, will be but of little advan 
| Brethren it is the image of Chriſt in your fouls, which conſtitutes true reli- 
gion, this is glory begun on earth, a heaven it the 4 — life, and a meet- 
neſs for paradiſe above. It is an experimental, and practical knowledge of 
the glory of Chriſt, of the power of his goſpel 
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ality, a pro- 


(vf his love to you, and of your meetneſs for glory. Your being transform- 


Ed into the likeneſs of God, ſavingly enlightned to bebold his glory with ad- 
I miration, your being renewed and changed into the image of God, from glo- 
t Ty unto glory, by the ſpirit bf God; is the life and ſoul of a profeſſion of 
x the Lord; and is the grand criterion, of a flouriſhing ſtate ofreh 

us. A grain of this religion, is worth more then millions of words, an 

I great outward profeſſions ; with an unſavoury life, ſtained with frequent ſpots 
z of pride, levity, peeviſhneſs and anger. If pride, envy, hatred and ſtriſe 
e againſt us; they will be found like pricks in our eyes, and thortis 
iin our ſides; which will moſt ſadly defile, grieve and wound us. If God 
e doth not maintain and preſerve in you, a ſpirit of faith, a lively hope, fer- 
c vent love, a ſound mind, ſelf mortification, and Chriſt admiring affections; 


it will.be heavy work for your miniſters to labour among you: they will have 


a to go to the Lord with heavy tidings reſpecting you; and be grieved at heart, 
E to ſee the little fuccels attending their labours. Vo 
a Do help us brethren by your prayers, that God's word preached by us, may 
have accels to your hearts; to — down ſin's imagery, and to erect a throne for 
a Chriſt in your ſouls. chat he may reign in you. We fear from the appearance 
df things, that the churches of Chriſt are fick, with a lingring conſumption in 
& their graces, and with a pining diſeaſe in their precious fouls and are not truly 
( ſenſible, how low they are fallen; or how far their hearts are backſlidden from 
God: fad news to tell you, but is there not cauſe to complain? yourſelves being 
7 judges. © Can then your faithful watchmmen forbear to blow the trumpet'in Sion, 
n and to ſound an alarm in God's holy mountain, when they ſee an enemy 
- proach the gates of the city of God, to lay a ng yp x it! And is 
not this the caſe, when ſin and ſatan draw God's people from their duties, 
and makes them careleſs of their privileges? or ſhall your watchmer be ſilent, 


whilſt the enemy lies round your walls, and the citizens ate aſleep or inclined 


to ſleepineſs of ſoul ? ſhall they be off from their watch and negle& to pray, 
and not be warned of their danger? or when the citizens are divided, and 


ſome in the quarrel begin to open the gates to let in the devil, fiti and the 


world, by their litigious tempers, worldly ſpirits, backſliding hearts, and fleſh- 
iy luſts can they be filent ? No, brethren they are bound to cry. Little child- 


ren, we write unto-you that you fin not, provoke not the Lord to anger, fall 
not out by the way; remember you are brethren beloved of the Lord, arid call- 


ed to unite all your ſtrength together, againſt the common enemy. We are 
commanded of God for your good and his glory, to cry aloud and not to ſpate; 
- ao not to ſpare a „ eye or right hand enticement, but to ſhow 'God's peo- 
ple their tranſgreſſions, and the houſe of God's ſpiritual Iſrael their fins, 


Shell buyers anc cllrs occupy God's houſe of prayer'? Shall ligious wravge 
Sh 1 „ 1 p „ 1 „ ů 21 . „1 * kt ot nge 


precepts'; goſſip 
ben ang 


od caried on at ſuch a diſtance from him, with ſo little acquaintance 
to us. 


Itty | | pel on your hearts, of the ſweet- 
{neſs of the word of his grace to your taſte; which is the ſeal and evidence 


igion amo ni 
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be⸗ lings defile it? Shall le backbitings, diviGons and ſubdiv 
ar- ſhew their monſtrous deformities, and infeſt their holy aſſemblies, to the diſ⸗ 
fip | credit of religion, and wounding the hearts of the godly, and the watchmen not 
1b ſound the alarm if he does not, he is far from being faithful. We ſay then 


ro- be muſt. cry, both to God and to you alſo; to God, for him to help us; io you, 
ace to exert yourſelves, in the firength of God, by all godly endeavours, to expel; 
us, From the habitations of peace juſtice and holineſs, every evil that offends him, 
eli- We live in an age, in which profeſſors enjoy every indulgence they wiſh for 5 


. ” 


et. | tarnality which abound among us, but ſtill we have but few reformers, A 


ad- | upon their ſouls, greater then they will find room to contain: a refreſhing| 

glo- from God's preſence, will add new life and vigour to their hearts, in the worl 

| of and worſhip of God. Ply then the means of grace, wait upon the Lord, ſeck 
of y 


eek earneſtly; to bring him into 12 aſſemblies, hou- 

an ſes and hearts. You know his compaſſion is great, and the prayer of faith ; 
ts prevalent ; He may ſay let me go, but he means not to go from you, but will 
riſe me with you into his ordinarices, and feaſt you with his loves. Have we 
Irins none who are crying out how long, Lord God? how long, ſhall we remain 
30 in this low ſtate, and live at this diſtance from thee? return we beſcech thee,, 
fer- and viſit us with thy ſalvation? O Brethren ſeek communion with in 


- . wi 
ns3 your duties be concerned to find Chriſt, that you may profit by them; theſe 


| on Eve, and Eve her's upon. the Devil. Nay the very Godly themſelves; un- 
| | | rs bro their iniquity at the doors of others, 
and wipe their own mouths. A perſon that is reproved by ethers, for ſome} 
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9 Agen and blood, to be rouſed from this ſleepy frame, to ſelf mortification, 
and adtivity in the ways of God, Grace by a carnal frame, and Back ward- 
oneſs to God, is exceedingly weakned ; love waxes cold, zeal for God abates, 
| and the underſtanding gets beclouded. From hence ariles an unfitneſs for du- 
; ity, which makes the prophets language to be verified; ſtrangers have devoured 
our ſtrength, and we know it not; grey hairs are here and there upon us, and 
we perceive it not. If profeſſors are kept from outward pollutions, under 
| Sthe e decays; they are led to think their ſtate is not ſo bad, as it really is, and 
25110 ſilence their conſciences. Rev. iii, 17. | | 
11 But to detect fin, is one part of our work; to pull down ſtrong holds of fin 
msd ſatan, is a labour impoſed upon us by the Lord, for your edification. 
G Difficult therefore as the work may be, to detect fin, and to find out the 
OSreal cauſe, of declenſion in religion; we will by God's aſſiſtance attempt it: 


ron among us. | | | 
#1 The neglect of cloſet prayer, is certainly one of thoſe evils that brings fee- 


| got a public profeſſion. It is a great ſlight to the fon of God to neglect call- 
| Hine upon him; it ſhews a great want of reverence of his authority, and a 
id ditregard to his promiſes made to us, in that duty. It cannot be ſaid of per- 
| bone who neglet this duty, that they have no need to pray, or that they ar: 
ao filled with grace and ſtrength, that they want no ſupplies; the re verſe of 
this is evident, that they are almoſt like Ephraim, a filly dove without an 
At heart, or they would be wreſtling with God in private. 

0 In public prayer, men have a call to exerciſe their gifts with art, and may 
| "tc Pleaſe and profit others, and yet be far from being ſpiritual, or humbled be- 
fore God, but in private prayer, no call, nor temptation, for trappings of art 
n or invention; there, grace leads the way, true piety deſires communion with 
© God: groaning under the burden of indwelling fin, and longing to. walk wor- 
di thy of God, are the things which lead ſaints into their cloſets. The neglect 
a of this, ſhews a forgetfulneſs of God in the heart, a careleſs frame of mind, 


here there is ſuch lean-neſs within, it will never be well without, in a pub- 


Ju lic profeſſion. 

1 Again, a reſting in a ſpeculative knowledge of the truths of the goſpel, and 
| Ls feſlion; we fear has much contributed, to the low ſtate of religion among 
ar us. For were profeſſors have not a due regard, to the influence of Gods word, 
v upon their ſouls and converſation, and the work and operation of the ſpirit up- 
to on their hearts, in performing their duties; they ſoon grow remiſs in them, get 
ax dul, heavy, and ſlothful. There may be much of the Doctrines of Chriſt in 
ſo the ſeat of knowledge, and upon the tongue, and many outward duties and 
| . the ſame time, but little concern to entertain Chriſt, and his truths in the 

5 cart. 8 : 
| 1 The theory, art and ſcience of religion, may be attained by us, and we may 
ac become tolerable judges of theſe things, and yet may know and feel, but very 
* little of the power, glory, and Rows en excellencies of religion upon our 
0 hearts. Even the children of God, may for a time pleale themſelves, that 
ic they know Chriſt know the truth, yea know every thing as" to be known 
bh in the ſcheme of religion; and yet be far from being lively; nay ſettled on their 
j ſound notions, and yet carnally ſecure; and if ſo, then follow decays in godli- 
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'- nels, back wardneſs to duties, and often unhappy wranglings, Indeed a thirit 


n and endeavour to ſet before you, ſome of the caules of the low ſtate of religi- 


| 1: bleneſs of hands in the ways of God; and lead on to remiſſneſs in the duties 


J and that we have but few ſerious thoughts of God, and a better world; and 


La da being contented, with a ſuperficial practice, of the duties of our holy pro- 
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after knowledge is commendable, and the heart without knowledge is not 


ood, but there is ſomething more than knowledge wanting, to make a chriſt- 
ian, and to make him truly lively; Namely the grace of God in the heart, the 


influence of the divine Spirit, to humble and to draw forth the heart and af- 


fections after God. The Goſpel, muſt be realiſed to your hearts Brethren, 
the truth recieved in the love of it, there muſt be a feeding on the word, eat- 


ing the fleſh, and drinking the blood of Chriſt, without which, there can be 


no life in you. And where perſons get heedleſs as to theſe things, the natural 


. conſequence will be, an unſavoury ſpirit, hard hearts, our goings flow, out 


tempers unruly, and love to God and Man, very ſmall. And the thought of 
being accounted wiſe, ingenious, and witty; may at times, go further with 
miniſters and people; then a concern for the glory of Chriſt, or exalting him 
in our hearts, and crowning him with praiſes. | | | 

We wiſh you Brethren, to be well eſtabliſhed in the doctrines of Chriſt, 
rooted and grounded in the truth, to have a good underſtandnig of the truth 
ard riches of God's everlaſting love, of the choice of his people, in electing 
them to ſalvation and glory; and of his predeſtinating them, to the adop- 
tion of children, a to his grace. And we pray that God may give 
you a large acquaintance with the covenant of his grace, and with your re- 
demption, pardon, and juſtification through Chriſt, and that you may have 
ſound judgments, as to the efficacious grace of God in regeneration! of the 
perſeverance of the ſaints, and their being eternally glorified. But there are 
other, very weighty concerns, you have upon you, as to theſe precious truths, 
which we wiſh to hold out to you; and if the Lord ſhould bleſs you with 
the happy experience, your deſires after him will exceedingly increaſe. | " 

Firſt, you are to ſeek after a ftrong faith, and perſwaſion of being inter- 
eſted in theſe truths; to ſee that you have received life from them, a life of 
faith; this will lead you to rejoice in them, and eſteem them to be more pre- 
cious, than thouſands of gold and ſilver. fecondly, Feeding on the doctrines of 
grace with delight, eating God's word of life with joy, and embracing his 
truth with thankfulneſs; ſo as that it may influence your whole hearts and 
converſation, to glorify God. Thirdly, your being allured and drawn after 
God, by the force, power, and ſweetneſs of his word to you, fo as to run in 
his ways, with alacrity and delight. Fourthly, you want to experience their uſe, 
in purging, purifying, and cleanſing your hearts from iniquity, to ſerve the 
living God. Fifthly, there is a neceſſity for you, to have truth revealed in 
you, and ſhed into your hearts abundantly ; to fill you with love to Chriſt, 
and with longings and thirſting after Him. Sixty, That Goſpel truths enable 
your ſouls, to bleſs, praiſe, thank and magnify yoyr God. Seventhly, That by 
Goſpel grace, you are taught, and influenced to deny all ungodlineſs, and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly ; that you be made ſwift to hear, and pre- 
pared to every good word and work. You want to be emptied of ſelf by them, 
weaned from the world, fo as to be counting all things as droſs, for the riches 
of Chriſt; Ves, and that you be made merciful, holy, kind, liberal, and cour- 
teous; theſe are the ſaving effects of the goſpel upon our hearts, and if we reſt 
ſhort of this experimental, and practical knowledge of the truth, it will eclipſe 
the glory of our profeſſion, and cauſe our lamps to burn dim. Therefore Bre- 
thren, in your enquiring after truth, aſk for it as the bread of life to feed youy 
as a ſtaff of ſtrength to * you up; ſeek for it, as a healing medicine for your 
fin ſick ſouls; fly to it, as a cleanſing fountain, to cleanſe your polluted hearts, 
and as living waters, to cheer and refreſh you; and as a lamp to your feet 


1 „ / ˙ Law you ( 3 ) LE i ts 26d untag by . 
be negled of family prayer, is an evil, which frequently renders ineffec-: 
{ariſing from the means of grace, in a public profeſſion; and is the cauſe, of 
declenſions in the ways of Cad. For when profeſſors ſcarce converſe wh 
for fix. days together, and ſcarcely keep up the face of religion in, their 


public. ſervice. of God? almoſt ever little thing, diſturbs ſuch 0 
are ſeldom pleaſed, or ſatisfied. We therefore beſeech you Be 


| {with life, fervour and conſtancy; let Parents and, Maſters, ſet a good example, 
and the: reſt that: know the Lord, ſhew all readineſs to follow them. This 


ganges. A conformity to the world alſo, a mingling with vain, company, an 
| Foining in idle talk, is a great ſnare to religious men, a. hinderance to the 
of religion, hurtful to their morals, and a wound tothe vitals of god- 


May it nat be. feared alſo, that our low ſlate of religion is partly owing to 
la. want of. due attention to the work, opperation and offices of the Spirit of 
God d. pot duly conſidering our own weaknels, nor ſeeking him to help our 
+tafirmitics.?;; Chriſtians going to their duties careleſsly, or with ſelf confidence, 
in the ſtrength of their gifts, or by the force of dry judgment, get but little 
good z. the ward, is not profitable, ordinances but as dry breaſts, without him 
ve can do nathing: it is his teaching that profits us, and his power and influence 
chat quickens us; every ſweet taſte of the word is from him, as is all true de - 
light in Chriſt, and every ſweet view of him, our life, fervour and liberty in 
duties, our victory over ſin and Satan is from the 1 God; go to him 
then ſor aſſiſtance, Lat by him * may have acceſs to God, and then you 
will be neither barren nor unfruitful. 


nal? faith the Apoſtle, when ſpeaking to the contentious Corinthians, The 
dwrangler ſhuns the ſpiritual and peaceable, and ſeeks to find diſpoſitions like 
this own,' who will wrangle with him, Theſe often call a court, ſet up for 
Thudges of the law, they try, caſt and condemn ſuch as ſtand in their way ; call 
1forth every little ſpot of their neighbours to be cenſured by them, but dwell 


alas! whilft they turn judges of the law, they forget that they are breaking of 
lit; and do. not cconſider, that evil communications corrupt good manners, 
Contetmion is a great evil in the church of God, we have not ſo learned Chriſty 
b e ia „but ſtrife is war, and being once kindled in the chu ch of 


rits, ſuch evil diſpoſitions, as 
8 ? religion can never thrive whilſt ſuch evils abound among us; tis really 
awful to fec:temper in a holy prafeſior ſet above all ſacred laws; which is 
done hem church members, for mere trifles withdraw from their Brethren, 


1 m their backs. on Chriſt, and leave their places in the houſe of God; 


This = e behaviour, and no law. of Chriſt gives any countenance to it, 
We are: ſorry 0 hear of unhappy breaches in the churches of. God ;- and it 
would be mattor of xejoicing to us to bring a cure for them, to allay the fury 
el a carnal temper, and unite the dear children of God together, And what 
halt day toyou;? ere you not called to peace? doth not God hate broils 
an his family ? is not ſtrife 


ur , the miniſtration of the word an it Y (God, and the benefits 


G ies, What Can be expected but A lu e warm irit on the Lord's-Day, in | 
| {by the gentlenels and meekneſs of Chriſt, to ſeek to keep up family worlbip | 


| (we believe, will be a means of bringing on, a growing delight in public ordie | 


. Anetber fad cauſe of declenfion in the Churches is ſtrife. Are you not car- | 


zanuch on their on wiſdom, integrity, and the juſtice of their own cauſe! but 


God, tis hard to 2 out the fire. Who would think of ſeeing ſuch bitter ſpi- 
ſometimes ſhew themſelves; in the children of 


a ſlur * the goſpel of peace? and on all the 


1 principles of chriſtianity ? doth grace promote diſſention? 8 
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life of graee in the heart cauſe to live in quarrels? is the new man ill natured ? 
or the new birth, a birth in ſtrife? God forbid! Grace hates ſin, the goſpel 
ulls it down, but ſtrife, is ſetting the old man to rule the houſe of God, turns 

Sion into Babel, and peace into confuſion, and every evil work. O pray for 


aceable ſpirits, for grace to mortify church deſtroying tempers, that God 
— be —— in all the aſſemblies of his ſaints; conſider well, what in- 


ducements you have to live in peace and harmony together; God is your Fa- 
ther, you are Brethren, bought with blood, and heirs of a kingdom; and ſhould. 


blood bought children be fierce, or irreconcileable in their tempers? God| 
forbid, that the peace makers ſervants, ſhould ever turn peace breakers, | 
Another ſad evil, where it prevails, is a diſreſpect to church rulers, a con- 
tempt ofjuſt authority exerciſed by them, a diſregard to church officers, a neg» 
left of public ordinances, a refuſal of church diſcipline, and forſaking al- 
ſembling with their Brethren, this amounts to a conſpiracy againſt Chriſt, and 


cannot fail of meeting with his commendation, contend earneſtly for the faith 
of the goſpel, and let your converſation be as becometh it; be valiant for God's 
truth, fill up your places in the houſe of God, labour to have a good conſci- 
ence towards God and Man. Keep your duties in the right place, live only 
on Chriſt, truſt not in your frames, but be ſtrong in the grace, that is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, truſt in his allſufficiency. Brethren pray for us, that our labours among 


peace, from your's to the day of Chriſt, 
Signed on the behalf of the aſſembly, 
by the Moderator, 
i WILLIAM COPPING, 


on * 


introduces anarchy and confuſion into the church of God. And now Bre- 
thren, conſider whoſe you are, and that your faithfulneſs in the Lord's work, 


you may be abundantly bleſſed, we conclude Brethren, with wiſhing you 
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